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Aims

To make you laugh

To give you information which will help 
your son make his decision about 
whether to applyé

To start conversationswith you and 
your family about the shape of Applied 
Learning and VCAL at St Patõs.

To prepare you as parentsé



Page 1: Hands ðon 

learners ðfour notes

Often feel 
ôdifferentõ 
in conventional 
school classes.



Risk takers

Like the 
challenge 
of doing 
difficult 
things.



Busyé

Have a 
great 
capacity for 
activity.



Prefer Action oriented 

language

ôTake care of the 
paperworkõ
ôMove along with 
the taskõ
ôGo further with 
the investigationõ
ôSet up the pageõ

And can be literal..



So what is Applied Learning 

at St Patrickõs College?
uWe are a Catholic School in the Edmund Rice 

Tradition.

uBoys will stay connected with their peers in 
Pastoral Care, RE and Sport, and Assemblies, 
Mass, BAS Sport and College occasions.

uThey will have the same standards as everybody 
else in compliance with College expectations.

uBoys will achieve the VCAL qualification in class, 

working hard and challenging themselves.



VCAL: Four ô strandsõ- plus 

one

Literacy

Numeracy

Personal Development Skills
Work Related Skills

Industry Specific Skills 
(VET/SBAT/Accredited Certificates)



Literacy

Vocational Reading, Writingand Oracy 
For Practical Purposes, for Self ð
Expression, for Knowledge and for 
Public Debate     

ð100 Notional Hours



Numeracy

Vocational numeracy tasks in 
Design, Measurement, Money 
and time, Location, Data and 
Numerical information

100 Notional Hours



Personal Development 

Skills

Plan and organise an activity or 
event for/with a group, self ð
management, leadership styles, 
interpersonal skills.

50 Notional Hours



Work Related Skills

Industry knowledge, 
OH&S, Team work, 
Use technologyé

50 Notional Hours



Industry specific skills

This would be 
your VET, SBA, 
Traineeship or 
Accredited 
Certificates 

100 notional hours 
ie: ONE YEAR 
of successful 
completion. 



CREDITS

In order to be ELIGIBLE to receive the 
VCAL Certificate, Students need 10 
creditson VASS. 

The VCAL gives 9 credits.

Therefore, in Intermediate and Senior 
VCAL, students need to complete a 
subject such as Industry and Enterprise 
or Skills for Further Study.



LEVELS:

VCAL is assessed at THREE LEVELS

Foundation: think participation

Intermediate: think implementation to 
completion

and Senior: think mentoring and 
entrepreneurialism



Assessment is 
completed in 
class. Home study 
time can therefore 
be spent on VET 
studies.
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Negotiated Curriculum:

Each student has their own strengths, 
capacities and interests. The Applied 
Learning Program will build on these in 
order to meet the outcomes. 

The WORK is usually related to their 
area of interest, but with some general 
projects.

It can take a while for some students to 
begin to work in this way.



Integrated curriculum

For these boys, 100 hours of theoretical 
Literacy or Numeracywould not be 
supporting their learning style.  

If itõs HANDS ðON, almost by 
definition, itõs an integrated project.

These projects maycover ALL FOUR 
Strands.



Negotiated projects

In delivering an individualised 
program, your son would complete 
a number of enterprising and 
creative projects, individually, in a 
group and as a class.

Skills include project design and 
management, implementation and 
leadership.



Negotiated Projects: 
Is it worthwhile? 
What has been done before?
Who is affected?
Who is the project aimed 
towards?
How long will it take and 
what resources are needed?
Do we have permission?
How will we make it happen?
How will we know if itõs been 
successful?



Examples of Negotiated Class 

Projects

Training with the CFA to support the 

local area during fire season

Making upholstered foot stools for 

the retirement home

Landscaping a Reflective Lavender 

Maze to provide a meditative 

touchstone experience



Examples of Negotiated Group 

Projects

Creating hand made products for 

sale at the micro shop, as a 

fundraiser for the RSPCA

Designing a tessellated pathway for 

the boardersõ space

Planning a fitness program for Active 

April



Examples of Negotiated 

Individual Projects

Making a 3D model of my future 

business space

Writing a career plan and taking it to a 

Year 8 class

Doing a Random Act of Kindness

Researching industries in my area



Rigour

In VCAL, Each Strand has between five 
and twelve outcomes. Each outcome lists 
around five elements, all of which must 

be met to satisfy the outcome and receive 
the required òCompetent Yesó judgement. 

PDS and WRS have ONE optional 
outcome. Literacy and Numeracy have 
none, therefore, every element in every 

outcome must be met in order to 
successfully complete the certificate. 


